
 



 
 
 
29 October 2005 
 
RE: CRAIG BOWMAN 
 
Letter of Reference 
  
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
It is our pleasure to submit this letter of reference for Craig Bowman and his 
firm, Common Ground consulting. Over the course of the past two years, we 
have come to know Craig quite well, both personally and professionally, and 
are confident in his ability to succeed in the most rigorous business 
environments. Craig has consistently demonstrated to us his ability to 
challenge himself, work hard, and achieve measurable successes for his 
clients. 
 
Throughout the time that we have known Craig, we have directly observed his 
participation in experiences designed to recognize, support and challenge his 
leadership potential. In our work with NGO’s throughout Europe (as staff, 
board members, advisors, and members), we have had the opportunity to 
observe Craig in a variety of settings, including as training team members; 
and have found him to be one of the most talented, responsible and dedicated 
individuals with whom we have had the opportunity to interact. Our 
appreciation for his contributions to our joint work has grown through an 
association that has provided frequent confirmation of his acumen, 
imagination, commitment and character. 
 
Coming to work in Europe, especially Eastern Europe, from the United States, 
is not an easy assignment. Assumptions about Americans can run deep and 
building trust in these environments require special skills and a caring a 
particular personality type.  In his personal life, Craig has served often as a 
volunteer counselor, advisor, and peer educator. His ability to challenge 
assumptions, stimulate discussions and provoke critical thinking have made 
him an integral part of decision-making wherever he is working or 
volunteering. As a positive role model, Craig has been quite successful in 
relating to the experiences of people who are struggling and providing 
solutions that are relevant to their experiences. As a result, he has developed 
a deep respect for human and cultural differences that serve him well as an 
international consultant. 
 



In our many years of professional experience, we can say without hesitation 
that Craig is in the top tier of colleagues with whom we have worked; 
particularly when it comes to his commitment, perseverance, vision, strength 
and character.  He has proven himself to be a strong and visionary leader, a 
good negotiator, a skilled expert in conflict resolution, a positive American role 
model, and an exceptional consultant. We are confident that he will excel in 
any cross-cultural environment. 
 
When we collectively consider the scope and the value of Craig’s 
contributions to our work and the commitment to his communities, we see a 
dynamic business sense, a pattern of service, an applied idealism, and a 
conviction that the human condition can be improved through education and 
service. Craig has already had a significant impact on those who know him 
and we are confident that he will excel in any consultancy for which he 
expresses interest.  
 
Beside all this he is a wonderful and inspiring person in everyday life, so we 
are sure that he will be a great associate in any position.    
 
If we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
office@healthy-future.org . 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Momir Pantelic 
Director 
Healthy Future Consulting 
  
Predrag Stojicic 
President 
Healthy Future Consulting 
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LETTER OF RECCOMENDATION 
 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
 

The capacity and scope of work provided by Mr. Craig Bowman to the Yugoslav Youth 
Information Center dates back to the year of 2003 and ranges from strategic partnering with 
the National Youth Advocacy Coalition where Mr. Bowman is the executive director to 
partnership with the Embassy of United States of America in Belgrade. Mr. Bowman performed 
trainings on the topics of advocacy and team leadership to groups of 40-50 young people 
whose work focuses on international development based projects. Mr. Bowman also used his 
abilities to bestow information which assisted significant growth on the part of the 
organizational structure, particularly through dispersing his knowledge regarding fund raising.  

Yugoslav Youth Information Center—OIC is a service based organization founded in 1999 
operating in the territory of Serbia and Montenegro, with the sole objective to provide high 
quality grounds for sustainable development of various aspects of life for young people and 
affirming their positive value to society. 

On the assignments where Mr. Bowman was engaged, he has succeeded in accomplishing an 
equal engagement of all the participants with the ability to ask the right questions, gain 
consensus on difficult issues among cross functional partners, push for a resolution in a group 
while at the same time maintaining the high spirit of group members and strongly affirming 
their knowledge in the areas of advocacy and fund raising. 

Mr. Bowman has shown responsibility, dependability, and accountability for which I can 
recommend him without reservation to such positions where his ability to collaborate with 
different functional groups and drive issues to positive resolution, as well as his strong verbal 
and interpersonal communications skills might be an asset. 

For any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at your convenience. 
 
 
Yugoslav Youth Information Center 
Executive Director 
 
Dragana Stojanovic    
 
 
 







 
 
 
 
 

Letter of Recommendation 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
Yugoslav Youth Association against AIDS – Youth of JAZAS is a humanitarian nongovernmental 
nonprofit organization founded in 1994 with the purpose to fight against AIDS. Within its 11 
regional offices, it gathers all the people interested in voluntary work who are contributing to the 
reduction of HIV/AIDS transmission in Serbia and Montenegro. Other important goals are 
helping those already infected, their families, partners and friends. Youth of JAZAS deals with 
HIV/AIDS through a broader context of Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights of young 
people. 
 
As a director of the International Summer School STOP AIDS – ISSSA, I am personally involved 
in work with Mr. Craig Bowman from Common Ground consulting. Our first contact with Mr. 
Bowman was established through his participation as a lecturer at our 2004 Summer School. His 
skill as a lecturer and mentor was confirmed to us through evaluation of the ISSSA 04. The 
enthusiasm and energy that he gives away was well accepted by our participants who came from 11 
different countries.  
 
During preparations for ISSSA 05, the decision was made to include Mr. Bowman in active 
planning, development of the program and strategy for the school. Sharing his multi managerial 
skills with us, combined with his experience and innovative ways of approaching problems brought 
us more closely to our donors and partners, which generated more support for our fight. During 
our ISSSA 05 we decided to update and change commonly accepted ways of thinking in the field of 
fundraising, communication skills and management skills. New ways of thinking were so 
challenging and interesting that it was needed for us to organize another lecture in Belgrade where 
Mr. Bowman shared his knowledge and experience with NGO’s based in Serbia and Montenegro.  
 
We are impressed with his ability to point out the most problematic areas and adapt his lecturing 
and information sharing to the situation in the field. Our relationship is still developing and he will 
be directly involved in the organization and realization of ISSSA 06 and other programs which we 
are planning together.  
 
Youth of JAZAS and myself as the director of the ISSSA, warmly recommend his enthusiasm and 
him for any endeavors which require team work, productivity and hard work to push the agenda 
and values. 

 
Sincerely yours, 
 
Dejan Tomasevic 
Director of 
International Summer School STOP AIDS 

  dejan.tomasevic@jazas.org.yu 
 
 
 


